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Large Print Bulletins are available from the Greeters.

Bold italic denotes congregation reads or sings.

*Denotes all who are able, please stand.
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tc \l3 "WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

Organ Selection






    Chris McMillan


Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring


Choral Selections 





               Chancel Choir


Away in a Manger



Round the Earth a Message Runs



While By My Sheep



Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming



Only a Baby Came



Christmas Song   


Ave Maria                                                                              Trumpet Recording


Glockenspiel Handbells and Chimes Selections          Directed by Kathy Morris


We Three Kings



Good King Wenceslas



What Child Is This?


Organ Selection                                                                           Chris McMillan


Episode on “Veni, Emmanuel”

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CHURCH BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                              From the UCC Book of Worship

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.


For out of God’s own being, 


Jesus has come to bring love and light to all people.
Jesus is our Emmanuel—God With Us—come to gather our tears and laughter, our work and play into God’s love.


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.
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*PROCESSIONAL CAROL      O Come, All Ye Faithful                                      #182

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                        From the UCC Book of Worship

Christ Candle Liturgy and Scripture

Candle Lighting


Unison Prayer


We thank you, God, for your gift of Jesus Christ to the entire world.  We thank you that Christ’s coming makes hope, peace, joy, and love possible for every person in every nation.  Encourage us to do our part to bring goodwill and peace to our families, our churches, our neighborhoods, and the world.  Now let your Spirit put us in touch with you, the Living God, through the words and music we hear tonight.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.
RESPONSE                     Recording of Adore by Chris Tomlin
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING       Isaiah 9:2-7                                           pg. 600

RESPONSIVE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

      John 1 and John 14:19, 26


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 


and the Word was God.



All things came into being through him, 



and without him not one thing was created.


The life that was in him became light for all the people.

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.


To all who receive him, who believe in him, 


he gives power to become children of God.

The Word became flesh, a man named Jesus.  

He lived among us, full of grace and truth.  

From his fullness, we have all received grace upon grace.

In his name God has sent the Holy Spirit to teach us 

and to remind us of all that he has said.

We believe that because he lives, we shall live also,

to the glory of God the Father, God the Son

and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

*CAROL

     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                      #185
CHILDREN’S STORY
  The Christmas Angel
CAROL

      O Little Town of Bethlehem                         Vss. 1 & 2 #180 
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EPISTLE READING

         Philippians 4:4-9
                      
     pg. 187
ANTHEM   


             Angel Carol                                      Chancel Choir
GOSPEL READING


   Luke 2:1-7                                                   pg. 54

CAROL


      Away in a Manger                              Vss. 1 & 2 #203
GOSPEL READING

             Luke 2:8-20                                                  pg. 54

CHRISTMAS READING
  The Christmas Blessing by Erin Guendelsberger 
                                                                        Copyright © 2021 by Sourcebooks                          
*CAROL 

                  Joy to the World!                              Vss. 1 & 2 #179
CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

CAROL

         Angels We Have Heard on High                                #188
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS                         

OFFERTORY 

 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne      Kenneth D. Varner, Arr.           
*RESPONSE
    
       It Came upon the Midnight Clear               Vss. 1 & 2 #191
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of hope, peace, joy and love, we have heard the angels sing and have joined the shepherds in worship and awe.  Receive our offerings tonight as our commitment to continue telling the Good News, so the whole world may hear and be amazed.  Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF OUR CANDLES

(Please tip your unlit candle into the flame of the burning candle.  Remain seated until the candles are extinguished and the Christmas bells ring.)
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HYMN   


             Silent Night                                                   #186

  (We will sing the first verse in German followed by the entire carol in English.)


Stille nacht!  Heilige nacht!  Alles schlaft, einsam wacht


Nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar


Holder Knab’ im lockigen haar,


Schlaf in himmlischer ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer ruh.


Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright


Round yon virgin, mother and child.


Holy infant so tender and mild.


Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.


Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight;


Glories stream from heaven afar,


Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;


Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born!


Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light,


Radiant beams from thy holy face,


With the dawn of redeeming grace,


Jesus, Lord, at thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.                 

BENEDICTION AND EXTINGUISHING OF CANDLES

*CHRISTMAS BELLS


(The congregation is dismissed with the ringing of the Christmas bells.)
*CAROL MEDLEY                                                                            Chancel Choir

Please place your candles and holders in the baskets at the exits when you leave.
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We joyfully greet our members and their loved ones, and all our visitors, on this Christmas Eve! May we share the light that shines from that first Christmas Eve for all the world.  If you do not have a church home and would like to know more about St. John United Church of Christ, please speak to Pastor Frost or call the office at 618-877-6060, or check out our web page at stjohnuccgranitecity.com.
Greeters: 
Narthex – Caslyn Brandes, 2022 Council President



Elevator – Bev Partney, Council Member
The BULLETINS for our Christmas Eve Service are given in loving memory of his parents, ALVIN HENRY WILLAREDT and MARGARET WILLAREDT RUSH and sisters CHERYL PROUGH and JACKIE WILLAREDT by Steven Willaredt.

The CHRIST CANDLE is given in loving memory of RAY & DODY GAINES by family.

The LARGE POINSETTIAS ON THE ALTAR are placed in memory of RAYMOND AND MARION WILLAREDT and SYLVIA AND TIM COOK by their children.

We offer a special word of appreciation:


To those who have shared their musical talents with us this evening.


To the members of the Altar Guild for their decorating talents.


To the sound technicians—Dave Douglas and Dan Comer
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To the liturgist—Rev. Charles Preston


To Bob Jacobs for regulating lighting during worship.

To the 2023 Confirmands—Baylee Fischer, Conyr Fischer, Allison Reynolds and Eleanor Reynolds—for passing the candlelight.

Our Christmas offering will be placed in our General Fund to support the ministry of Good News God has entrusted to us. Try scanning our QR code to easily make offerings through our secure Vanco site! 


  

The Staff of St. John United Church of Christ wishes you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS, and a MOST BLESSED NEW YEAR! 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 9:2-7.  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing the plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

Philippians 4:4-9.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests to made known to God.  And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Luke 2:1-20.  In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord. 

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the ever-lasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love, 

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to all on earth. 

“Away in a Manger”

Away in a manger,

No crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus

Laid down his sweet head; 

The stars in the sky

Looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus

Asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, 

The Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, 

No crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, 

Look down from the sky

And stay by my side

Until morning is nigh. 

“Joy to the World”
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 

Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply

Echo back their joyous strains. 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

Say, what may the tidings be

Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth

To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 

From heaven’s all gracious King”:

The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats

O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing. 
