ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

“In Christ We Live, Celebrate, & Serve”
	December 25, 2022
	Christmas Day (A)

	Rev. Karla J. Frost
	Chris McMillan, Guest Organist

	9:30 Zoom & In-Person Worship
	No 9:30 Sunday School Today

	2901 Nameoki Road
	Granite City, IL 62040

	Email-stjohnucc2901gc@yahoo.com
	(618) 877-6060


Web-stjohnuccgranitecity.com
Currently face masks are RECOMMENDED
Large Print Bulletins are available from the Ushers.

Bold italic denotes congregation reads or sings.

*Denotes all who are able, please stand.
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WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

tc \l3 "WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP

                           “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”         Smith, Arr.
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

Christ Candle Liturgy and Scripture

Candle Lighting

Unison Prayer


We thank you, God, for your gift of Jesus Christ to the entire world.  We thank you that Christ’s coming makes hope, peace, joy, and love possible for every person in every nation.  Encourage us to do our part to bring goodwill and peace to our families, our churches, our neighborhoods, and the world.  Now let your Spirit put us in touch with you, the Living God, 
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through the words and music we hear today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.
*CAROL             Angels, from the Realms of Glory           #189
*CALL TO WORSHIP                           From the UCC Book of Worship

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.


For out of God’s own being, 


Jesus has come to bring love and light to all people.
Jesus is our Emmanuel—God With Us—come to gather our tears and laughter, our work and play into God’s love.


Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.

*RESPONSIVE PRAYER                                Back of the Bulletin
Voice One = Pastor     Voice Two = Liturgist & Congregation
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING       Isaiah 9:2-7          pg. 600
CAROL              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                 #185
CHILDREN’S STORY
  The Christmas Angel
CAROL        O Little Town of Bethlehem           Vss. 1 & 2 #180 
EPISTLE READING
       Philippians 4:4-9
               pg. 187
ANTHEM        On This Day Earth Shall Ring          Chancel Choir
GOSPEL READING

  Luke 2:1-7                               pg. 54

CAROL                        Away in a Manger           Vss. 1 & 2 #203
GOSPEL READING

  Luke 2:8-20                             pg. 54

CHRISTMAS READING AND REFLECTION 

 A version of The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg 

                                                                             Copyright 1997
                        
*CAROL 

      Joy to the World!                           #179
CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
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debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

CAROL           Angels We Have Heard on High                  #188
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS                         

OFFERTORY 
   “Lift up Your Heads” 
          Smith, Arr.
*RESPONSE       “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”         Vs. 3 #218

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of hope, peace, joy and love, we have heard the angels sing and have joined the shepherds in worship and awe.  Receive our offerings today as our commitment to continue telling the Good News, so the whole world may hear and be amazed.  Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF OUR CANDLES

(Please tip your unlit candle into the flame of the burning candle.  Remain seated until the candles are extinguished and the Christmas bells ring.)
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HYMN   

         Silent Night                                  #186

  (We will sing the first verse in German followed by the entire
  carol in English.)
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Stille nacht!  Heilige nacht!  

Alles schlaft, einsam wacht


Nur das traute, hoch heilige Paar


Holder Knab’ im lockigen haar,


Schlaf in himmlischer ruh, 

Schlaf in himmlischer ruh.


Silent night!  Holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright


Round yon virgin, mother and child.


Holy infant so tender and mild.


Sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace.


Silent night!  Holy night!  

Shepherds quake at the sight;


Glories stream from heaven afar,


Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;


Christ, the Savior, is born!  

Christ, the Savior, is born!


Silent night!  Holy night!  

Son of God, love’s pure light,


Radiant beams from thy holy face,


With the dawn of redeeming grace,


Jesus, Lord, at thy birth; 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.                 

BENEDICTION AND EXTINGUISHING OF CANDLES

*CHRISTMAS BELLS


(The congregation is dismissed with the ringing of the

Christmas bells.)
*CAROL MEDLEY                                                   Chancel Choir
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POSTLUDE   
     “Joy to the World”
           Ritter, Arr.
Please place your candles and holders in the baskets at the exits when you leave.
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We joyfully greet our members and their loved ones, and all our visitors, on this Christmas Day!    May we share the light that shines from that first Christmas for all the world.  If you do not have a church home and would like to know more about St. John United Church of Christ, please speak to Pastor Frost, or call the office at 618-877-6060, or check out our web page at stjohnuccgranitecity.com.
Greeters:  Narthex – Caslyn Brandes, 2022 Council President

       Elevator – Kiki Cochran, 2023 Council President
The bulletin is given in memory of Geno Smart by Karen & Michael Smart. 

The two large poinsettias on the altar are placed in memory of Raymond & Marion Willaredt and Sylvia & Tim Cook by their children.
If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up after church or on Monday, please call Karen Orr at (618) 558-4192. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at (618) 877-6060.  

We offer a special word of appreciation:

To those who have shared their musical talents with us today.

To the members of the Altar Guild for their decorating talents.

To the sound technicians.

To the liturgist—Rev. Charles Preston.

To Bob Jacobs for regulating lighting during worship.

Our Christmas offering will be placed in our General Fund to support the ministry of Good News God has entrusted to us.  

The Staff of St. John United Church of Christ wishes you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS, and a MOST BLESSED NEW YEAR! 
-6-
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THIS WEEK
Today:

 Christmas Day




 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Monday: 

 OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday:

 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.




 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday: 
 TOPS, 9:00 a.m.




 Chancel Choir, 6:30 p.m.

Friday: 

 OFFICE CLOSED AT NOON
Saturday: 
 New Year’s Eve

Next Sunday: New Year’s Day




 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.



 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.




 Communion & Noisy Offering

MISSION OF THE MONTH

Our December Mission of the Month includes the Veterans of the Cross offerings, Kindercottage, and the Layette program. 
OFFICE HOURS
The office will close at noon on December 30 and be closed January 2. And, our secretary, Angela Potter, will take vacation days December 27, 28, 29, & 30 so please call to check if someone is in the office before coming in on those days.
OUR PRAYERS

Nursing, Assisted, & Independent Living

Cedarhurst of Granite City, Memory Care, 3432 Village Lane, Granite City, IL 62040


JoAnn King, #113, 

Eden Village, 200 S. Station Rd., Glen Carbon, IL 62034


Earl & Marcia Buenger, Apt 9219

The Fountains of West County, 15826 Clayton Rd, Ellisville, MO 63011

Ruth Buer, #215
Granite Nursing & Rehab, 3500 Century Dr, Granite City, IL 62040


Karen Luddeke

-7-
Meridian Village, 27 Auerbach Pl., Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Mary Lee Krohne, #611 (Call Linda Nitchman for updates)

Leonard Schaefer, #475

Villas of Holly Brook, 121 S. Bluff Rd, Collinsville, IL 62234


Hilde Few, #208

At Home
Karen Anders, 5153 Buena St., G.C., IL 62040
Chloe Affolter, 577 Newhart Dr., G.C., IL 62040
Isabella Boyer, 4722 S. Hazel, Edwardsville, IL 62025

Carol Braundmeier, 2228 Nevada, G.C., IL 62040

Christopher Clark, 2223 Lincoln Ave., G.C., IL 62040

Myra Cook, 4034 Stearns Ave., G.C., IL 62040

Bonnie Fornaszewski, 200 Carlson Ave., Apt. 17D, Washington, IL 61571

Mary Franz, 3117 Willow Ave., G.C., IL 62040

Luitgard Fries, 4117 Old Alton Rd., G.C., IL 62040

Lou Hasse, 2689 Westmoreland Dr. Unit 2, G.C., IL 62040

Norman Hente, 3708 Joyce St., G.C., IL 62040

Chuck King, 3258 Kilarney Dr., G.C., IL 62040

Cindy Meyer, 2206 Lynch Ave., G.C. IL 62040

Sandy Mueller, 308 Warson Ln., G.C., IL 62040

Cliff Robertson, 2336 O’Hare Ave., G.C., IL 62040

Merle Rose, 2447 Waterman Ave., G.C., IL 62040 

Marge Schmidt, 4857 Danielle Court, G.C., IL 62040

June Stille, 49 Riviera, G.C., IL 62040
Nancy Wilson, 4062 Sarah St. Apt 81, G.C., IL 62040
Illinois South Conference
Grantfork UCC, Rev. Tim (Janet) Darmour-Paul. Hamel Immanuel UCC. Retired Pastor, Rev. Fred and Shirley Wehrenberg, Columbia, IL. Rev. Shana Johnson, Conference Minister. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 9:2-7
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing the plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of 
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the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 
be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests to made known to God.  And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
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is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find 
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Try our QR code! This little square will take you directly to our secure MyVanco website where you can contribute to any of our various funds. Just follow three simple steps:
[image: image5.png]



1. Open your smart phone’s camera app

2. Aim the camera at the black and white square below and a link will appear on your screen. 

3. Click the link and you’ll be directed to our donations website. From there, you can select a fund to which you’d like to make a contribution.
Thank you!
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CALL FOR INFORMATION

Bell Choir – Talk to Kathy Morris, 618-210-6095

Cemetery - Talk to Kathy Montgomery, 618-876-5811

Chancel Choir – Talk to John Nitchman, President, 618-288-5297
Council –   Talk to Kiki Cochran, 2023 President, 618-797-2511 or Donna Brandes, Vice President, 618-802-1072
Evening Guild – Talk to Christie Roth, 618-931-6194

Financial Reports – Talk to Mike Seibold, Treasurer, 618-792-4301 

Angela Potter, 618-877-6060 church office

Heavenly Stars – Talk to Betty Meszaros, 618-451-1968

Karen Gaines, 618-288-0845

Herald – Talk to Angela Potter 618-877-6060 church office

Hilltoppers – Talk to Dee Roethemeyer, 618-876-6860

Historian – Talk to Sandy Dawson, 618-931-3467

Men’s Brotherhood – Talk to Chuck Hasse, 618-876-0936,

Dave Douglas, 618-452-3336

Quilters – Talk to Sandy Dawson 618-931-3467 

Doris Peterson 618-877-1606

Sausage Dinner – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072

Nancy Jacobs, 618-931-0673

Scrip Orders – Talk to Melissa Lane, 314-575-7627, Betty Meszaros 618-451-1968

Sunday School – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072

Youth Fellowship – Talk to Sharon O’Toole, 618-797-1802
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

You who sang creation’s story, 

No proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

Yonder shines the infant light: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

You have seen the natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Saints before the altar bending, 

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord descending, 

In his temple shall appear: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the ever-lasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, 

Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King.”
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, 

And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love, 

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to all on earth. 

“Away in a Manger”

Away in a manger,

No crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus

Laid down his sweet head; 

The stars in the sky

Looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus

Asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, 

The Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, 

No crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, 

Look down from the sky

And stay by my side

Until morning is nigh. 

“Joy to the World”
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 

Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love,

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, and wonders of his love. 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply

Echo back their joyous strains. 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

Say, what may the tidings be

Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

Glo-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-ria

In excelsis Deo!

